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Newent, North Cotswold, South Gloucestershire and Stroud branches. 

Affiliated with The British Beekeepers Association and The Midland &                                       

South Western Counties Convention 

NB: We welcome advertisements, 

but take no responsibility for the 

quality of the products advertised in 

this Bulletin. 

 County President - Roger Eldridge 

 County Vice President - Vacant 

 County Chair - Val Vivian-Griffiths  

 County Vice Chair - Marin Anastassov  

 Hon County Secretary - Ruby Savage  

 Hon County Treasurer - Jim Vivian-Griffiths, 
with Al Jack supporting 

 Membership Secretary - Paul Hinchcliffe 

 County Bulletin Editor - Vacant 

 Yearbook Editor - Jan Sparrow 

 Web Master - David Kennedy 

 Examination Secretary - Bernie Danvers  

 MSWCC Delegate - Liz Gardener 

 GBKA BBKA Delegate –  Chris Strudwick 

 County Honey Show Secretary - Mike Hunt 

 GBKA Spray Liaison Officer – Richard 
Stirling  (Roger Houldey supporting) 

 

Contact details available on GBKA website 

and Yearbook. 

 

Stroud: Trevor Jones, Nicki 
Schmiegelow, Eve Yeates, Alex 
Stickland,  Juli Girvan, Paul 
Golding, and Tom Williams 

Dean Forest:  Martin Saunders, 
Mark Pond, Fiona Roskilly-
Pond, Jennifer Sheers, Ruby 
Savage, Anne Matheson, Angie 
Beard, Janet Cole, Christine 
Roach and Mike Roach 

Cheltenham & Gloucester:  
Jessica Blakeman, Catherine 
Brear, David Miller and Michael 
Steed 

North Cotswolds:  Adam Car-
veth, Keith Lobban, Moraig 
Stewart-Bradley, Mark Puddle 
and Jonathan Brooks 

Newent:  Karen Apted, Simon 
Josling, Joanna Kelly, Mary 
Kelly, Andrew Morrant, Nicola 
Parkinson and Caroline Priest-
ley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For any input to the Bulletin, please email 

editor@gbka.org.uk  
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The GBKA Annual General Meeting was held at Witcombe and Bentham Village Hall 

on Saturday, 21 February. 

Prior to the meeting, an excellent and informative talk was given by Professor Adam 

Hart, entitled ‘Bees of the World’.  This had much to offer in terms of understanding not 

just honey bees, but a complete assortment of the varying species of bees that inhabit 

our world.  The scope of bees in their variable habitats, together with their respective 

characteristics gave attendees a greater insight to the origins, value and efficacy of 

bees throughout the world. 

A delicious lunch, provided by Cheltenham & Gloucester Branch, followed, prior to the 

business of the AGM getting underway. 

President:                                          Roger Eldridge 

Vice President:                                 Vacant 

Chair:                                                   Val Vivian-Griffiths 

Vice Chair:                                        Marin Anastassov 

Hon County Sec:                              Ruby Savage 

Hon County Treasurer:                  Jim Vivian-Griffiths with Al Jack supporting 

Membership Sec:                            Paul Hinchcliffe 

Bulletin Editor:                                 Charlie Powell  (After meeting note:  Charlie has stepped down from this 

role, looking for a volunteer to take this on.) 

Year Book Editor:                             Jan Sparrow Federlein 

Web Master:                                     David Kennedy 

Examination Sec:                              Bernie Danvers 

MSWCC Delegate:                           Liz Gardner 

MSWCC 2nd Delegate:   Andrea Moffat-Roberts  

BBKA Delegate:                                Chris Studwick 

County Honey Show Sec:             Mike Hunt 

County Spray Liaison Officer:  Roger Houldey - although we are looking for a volunteer to 
take his place  (After meeting note:  Richard Stirling has volunteered to 

take on this role, with support from Roger) 
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 Val Vivian-Griffiths is an accidental beekeeper having inherited 
a hive of bees in 1999 and after the initial panic went on a Basic 
Beekeeping course in Peterchurch. She describes herself as 
being like 'Lucy' in the 'Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe' 
going through the back of the wardrobe into a world she knew 
nothing about, the bees drawing her in and they have never let 
go. 
 
Val was Chairman of Dean Forest Beekeepers for six years 
during which time the branch grew from 19 members to 122.  A 
new branch apiary site with weekly meetings, a formal Basic 
Beekeeping course and the conversion of a 34 foot caravan to a 
clubhouse were also added to the branch. 
 
Val has been an executive delegate for eight years and is a 
BBKA assessor for both Basic Assessment and General 
Husbandry. 
    
Together with her husband, Jim, runs about 25 - 35 hives in 
three locations. 

 
Her main aim to  raise good queens and have healthy bees. Although she likes eating honey, finds extracting 
and bottling a bit of a chore! 
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The Executive Committee met on the 16th April and a summary of the points discussed are listed below: 

 

The E.C. welcomed Marin Anastassov as Vice Chair, Chris Strudwick, GBKA’s Delegate to the BBKA ADM and Richard Stirling as Spray 

Liaison Officer.  

 

Accounts:  BBKA’s membership increase for individual members will take effect from 1st October 2015, whilst other categories will take 

effect from 15 April 2015. Invoices will be sent out a month or so earlier.  
 

Membership Lists and Systems and Gift Aid:  Discussion as to the best way to proceed in claiming Gift Aid for 2013, 2014 and 

2015.  It was agreed to have one master form so that the relevant information for BDI, BBKA, Gift Aid, Branch Membership etc could be 

extracted.  Al Jack will work on this.  Jim Vivian-Griffiths to get in touch with all Branch Membership Secretaries to put pressure on the 

BBKA to standardise the membership form. 

Updated membership lists will then be submitted to BBKA.  

 

Year Book:  Year Book publication and distribution timings discussed.  The Year Book has traditionally been a reflection of the 

previous year within GBKA; with the membership list up to 30 Sept the previous year. 

It was felt that Officers within the Branches should be correctly reflected in the YB, which was not the case as new officers were elected 

at the AGM.  However, the web site contains all current positions held.  The option of circulating the minutes from the AGM to Branches 

was raised and discussed. The GBKA Constitution states that the Year Book should be distributed 14 days before the AGM.  Gordon Bull 

will examine the Constitution and bring a draft proposal to the next E.C. meeting.  

 

Website:  Reminder - A link to the BeeBase page had been inserted so that when reports were written they could be viewed there.  

 

BBKA ADM Representative:  Chris Strudwick - Chris emphasised that he was there to represent the views of 

GBKA’s members in his role as GBKA Delegate to the BBKA, and encouraged members to contact him with their views and 

any points which he can take to the BBKA ADM.  

 

MSWCC:  The next MSWCC would be held one week later than usual on 18 – 20 Sep 2015 at The Royal Agricultural 

University, Cirencester.  It would be put together by the various county representatives and should not fall on GBKA.  

Suggestions for speakers and events should be sent to her.  She hoped Gloucestershire members would give it their full 

support.  Raffle tickets were available for sale – contact Liz. 

 

GBKA Auction 9 May 2015. Cotswold Riding School for the Disabled. GL50 4SH.   

Arrangements in hand.  A retired Bee Disease Inspector will be on hand to inspect bees prior to being sold on the day. 

It was suggested that a fall-back plan should be put in place to avoid any repetition of last year.  Having the postcodes of people wanting 

to sell bees and the postcodes of where they will be going on BeeBase would be useful. 

More Volunteers are still needed to help on the day.  Please contact Bernie if you can help.  

 

GBKA Spray Liaison Officer (SLO). Richard Stirling (Roger Houldey supporting role) Members are encouraged to 

meet and get a good relationship with farmers local to them, so that notification prior to spraying is obtained.  

 

GBKA Library:  A list of books available for sale will be circulated to Branches for information, and then sold at the GBKA 

auction. 

GBKA Education. Bernie Danvers – Examination Secretary 

The next Module exams would be held on 21 and 22 November.  Applications should reach him by 31 August.  For the microscopy 

assessment the candidate would now need to be able to explain the oil immersion technique but would not have to demonstrate it.  It was 

felt that Swarm Control should be part of the basic assessment.  Discussion held regarding the best way to spend the £100 George 

Knight Memorial Prize.  It was agreed that as the award was for training, £25 should be awarded to the Branch which had put forward the 

largest number of candidates for the basic examination.  This would be done proportionally, and could be spread over 4 years.  

 

GBKA AGM : 20 February 2016  

The E.C. thanked Cheltenham & Gloucester Branch for hosting the 2015 GBKA AGM.  It was a successful meeting, with a very 

interesting speaker.  

Cirencester Branch have volunteered to host the GBKA AGM on the 20th February 2016.  Venue and speaker to be confirmed. 
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Three Counties Show – Mike Hunt:  12th, 13th and 14th June 

The standard of honey from GBK is outstanding, and Branch members were encouraged to come forward and 

submit exhibits at the 3 Counties Show.  At the planning meeting, Mike had asked for Gloucestershire to be 

included in a special schedule to be entered at the 3 Counties Show.   GBKA members who wanted to exhibit 

could drop off exhibits to Mike, who will take them to the show.  Honey Show Trophies will be listed and a record 

kept of weight and values for insurance purposes.  The Trophies will be photographed, and put on the Website. 

This year 3 volunteers are needed each day to help with manning the GBKA stand at the Show.  If you would 

like to volunteer, please contact Mike Hunt (01242 230609) who will make arrangements for parking tickets to be 

available, and meet at the gate.  

 

Bulletin Editor:  We are still looking for a volunteer to take on this role.  Please let your Branch Secretary 
know if you would be interested. 
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Cirencester & District—Activities 

 
 

This winter we have run our winter training as usual, but with so many new beekeepers joining our 
branch we have split our training into beginners and improvers. We have also introduced "Winter 
Cluster" evenings where social meets educational! We are starting with a movie night showing "More 
Than Honey" a full length film. 
Celia Davis gave a well attended talk at the Rural Innovations Centre, our base, and we hope to invite 
her back soon, hopefully for a whole day. 

 
Over the February half-term we were invited to join the Busy Bee Week at Wyevale Garden Centre, 
Lechlade. Sue Sarna and John Stevens attended with a hive, tools, our pop-up display, leaflets and 
contact cards. Sue gave a talk to about 20 children whilst parents stood by. John demonstrated the 
hive parts and discussed our work at the Association with visitors to the restaurant. We hope we 
instilled a positive interest in beekeeping to the next generation.  

Cirencester & District visit to Wyevale Garden Centre -  
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For sale 

National broods & supers, 

excluders and crown boards, 

large electric wax & honey melting tray 

and other items. 

Available by appointment 

Townsend Orchard, Baden Hill, 

Tytherington, GL12 8UG. 

Phone 01454 417321. Peter Grudgings 
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Cheltenham & Gloucester Branch Summary 
 

This year has seen two great talks, one from a regular speaker to the branch – Paul Hand on ‘Skep 
making’ and the other ‘in house’ talk from Will, Mike and Nick on ‘Queen Improvement and Rearing’. 

Paul is always a very interesting speaker with stories, anecdotes and asides to embellish his discourse. 
Everyone was laughing at various points but he also brought along lots of equipment to back up what his 
talk. As a result we are hoping to arrange a 2 day course on Skep making with him in September. 

The Queen Improvement lecture was very well attended. Will led the way and Mike demonstrated with a 
miniature hive, he found it difficult at times to keep up with Will’s narrative in manipulating the hive to 
demonstrate what needed to be done to raise new Queen’s. Hopefully we might be able to video the 
lecture and put it onto the website for members to refer to when needed. 

 

Future Meetings at C&G branch – all are welcome. 

Friday 13
th

 March   

How Bee’s learn- Learning and memory in Bees with Marin Anastassov 

Friday 10
th

 April 

Small Hive Beetle with Chris Strudwick 

Friday 8
th

 May 

Back by popular demand Jess Evans subject to be confirmed 

Our Summer Apiary visits have yet to be confirmed  
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Stroud Beekeepers 
 

                                   Supporting Beekeeping in the Five Valleys 

 

We now have 22 members in our Buzzclub that meets on alternate Monday afternoons, We have  3 groups,  home 
education  2.15 to 3.15 after school 3.45 – 4.45 and a senior group 5.15 – 6.15. 

We have two hives that we look at and have just planted 4 tyres with wild flower seeds and made a bee 
hotel using pallets, straw and sticks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our training programme is very well attended with some 32 trainees attending the winter lessons. We 
have now started at our training apiary where we have 5 hives for the trainees and another 4, including 
a top bar hive for queen rearing and observation. 

Do visit our new website where you can see our full programme and where we will be promoting all that 
we do. 
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South Gloucestershire Branch Summary 
 

The South Gloucestershire Association has had a membership of just over 100 for the last few years 
with between 30 and 40 members participating in the main winter and apiary events.   

 

After holding the post of chairman for 19 years Hugh Lewis has stepped down.  His contribution to 
the association has been immense.  He has overseen the increase in membership from the low 40s 
to the current level and has provided leadership and guidance to both the committee and members.  
As one of our most knowledgeable beekeepers his support and guidance to both experienced 
beekeepers and beginners has been superb and I am delighted that he has expressed a willingness 
to continue supporting the association. 

 

One of our current objectives is to improve the quality of bees in the area covered by the 
association.  Our attempt to start this in 2014 was curtailed at the start of the season by a suspected 
case of European Foul Brood in the colony that was earmarked for queen rearing.  With the very 
prompt and helpful guidance from Liz Gardner, the seasonal bee inspector, the problem was 
identified as a severe case of foul brood.  Next year we hope to have more success in providing 
members with good quality queens.  Otherwise both the branch apiary and most of the members 
had one of the most productive seasons for some years. 

 

This year, with the help of grants from Stroud District Council and Magnox, we have obtained 25 
sets of protective clothing of different sizes so that people with no experience of bees can be given 
the opportunity to look inside a hive.  Groups such the scouts , a Berkeley church group, Stone WI, 
Thornbury U3A and local individuals have been most grateful for this opportunity to see what a 
beekeeper does and to learn how important bees are to the environment. 
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The Beekeeper’s Dividend 

 

I don’t know if my comments ring true with other beekeepers, but it’s a strange and unexpected 
journey I’ve made in the past four years since I first became involved with the world of the honeybee. 
Often confusing and sometimes frustrating, and at many times requiring me to learn fast – but the 
point I’ve reached now, as a relative newcomer, is certainly not where I thought I’d be. Let me 
explain. 

My working life is in a city, Bristol, and based indoors – often inside theatres, with no natural light 
and far removed from life outdoors; contact with the natural world comes from living in GL11, as a 
refugee from city living some two decades ago. My intention in keeping bees was to hope, in some 
small way, to add to the number of pollinators in the local area and if I was lucky to enjoy some 
honey in a good year. With both of these aims there’s been modest success. What I hadn’t 
anticipated was the wide-ranging spin off that came as a consequence of keeping bees, and what a 
surprise that’s been. 

Take the weather for example; I paid little attention to it other than to decide what to wear when 
going outdoors; I now check weather forecasts frequently to plan beekeeping activity. I certainly 
never paid much attention to the temperature outdoors – I’m now a compulsive thermometer gazer, 
wondering how my bees are fairing in their hives and when it’s safe to check them. 

Other creatures in the garden I generally ignored apart from our family interest in attracting birds to 
their feeders; I’m now on the look out for badgers, woodpeckers, mice, wax moths, not forgetting 
varroa mites of course.  I’ve become increasingly aware of the flowers and trees locally; when they 
are in bloom, those that we should now add to the garden’s stock and what other insects are visiting 
them. I’m amazed at how alive and busy our garden is. 

Now I’m sure that many of you reading this article have by now thought, what a blinkered life I must 
have previously lead, how on earth can you not be aware of what’s going on around you every day? 
And I’m sure you’re right. But what none of the literature I’ve come across ever highlights is, for me, 
the real dividend that comes from keeping bees – that you can’t do it without opening your eyes 
much wider and becoming far more alert to all of your senses. You become far more aware of the 
natural world you live in. That to me has been the real pay off. 

And what about the folk you’ve got to know and the knowledge you’ve acquired over these recent 
years? Well, a ‘confusion of beekeepers’ is certainly accurate. I’ve never come across such a wide 
range of opinions when seeking an answer to the ‘right’ method for this or that; and therein lies the 
fun, because you have to see what works for you. Of course listen and learn, take in all you can from 
everyone around, but really it’s down to you to understand your particular bees and see how you get 
on – and the more you think you know, the more you realise you need to learn. 

So it’s been a real journey of discovery and one that I couldn’t have begun to anticipate. Long may it 
last. 

 

Paul Rummer 

(SGBKA member) 

February 2015 
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WEEKEND COURSE: Natural Beekeeping  

with Philip Chandler  

Saturday 16th May to Sunday 17th May  
 
See more at: http://idler.co.uk/product/beekeeping-weekend/#sthash.ByaiLllQ.dpuf 
 
 
 

NOW HERE IS a real treat: the Idler Academy’s first ever beekeeping weekend. If you’ve ever want to 

learn more about this most fascinating of creatures, and the different ways of keeping them, then join 

us for two days of practical instruction, academic learning and fine feasting – all with a honey theme.  

 
 

The weekend will take place at Eastcourt House, a 17th century manor with beautiful walled gardens 

near Malmesbury in Wiltshire, home of artist and beekeeper Nicola Reed. Your hosts will be Nicola 

and Victoria Hull of the Idler Academy, and our principal tutor will be Philip Chandler, natural bee-

keeping pioneer, author and founder of Friends of the Bees.  

 

The Idler Academy’s bee weekend is suitable both for complete beginners and for experienced bee-

keepers who would like to an overview of several beekeeping methods. And it will simply be a fasci-

nating and enjoyable weekend for anyone who wants to learn about the culture and poetry of bees. 

You will leave with a complete understanding of the different methods possible, and an insight into 

the life cycle of these mysterious little creators of sweetness. 

 
 

You will learn how a colony of bees works throughout the year, about the cycle of a bee’s life, its differ-

ent tasks, and how bees actually make honey. We will look at the benefits of different types of hives 

and approaches to beekeeping, including the WBC, the National, the Warré and the Top Bar Hive. 
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Philip Chandler, otherwise known as the Barefoot Beekeeper, is an acknowledged authority on the 
natural way to keep bees and harvest honey. He runs biobees.com, an organisation dedicated to wid-
ening understanding of bees in Britain. Above you can see Bill with his bees as he talks about his 
campaign to encourage the British black bee. 
 
We will also meet urban beekeeper Bill Anderson, who keeps bees on the roof of his Notting Hill flat. 
 
We’ll hear from bee historian Elizabeth Birchall, author of In Praise of Bees. Elizabeth will give a talk 
on the history of bees in mythology and literature. 
 
And author and poetry therapist Rachel Kelly has chosen a selection of bee poems which we’ll dis-
cuss. 
 
Idler editor Tom Hodgkinson will talk on beekeeping in Roman times and bees in Virgil. 
 
We will take a field trip to the apiary at nearby Charlton Park, the Earl of Suffolk’s estate. Here we’ll 
meet colonies of English black bees, our country’s indigenous honey maker. 
 
Our chef for the weekend is Leiths-trained Tara Guinness. 
 
At the end of the weekend you will take home a bee kit including a jar of honey and signed copies of 
The Barefoot Beekeper and In Praise of Bees. 
 
We will answer any practical questions you may have, including: 
• How much time, money and space does beekeeping require? 
• Where to put a hive, and what about neighbours? 
• What equipment do you need and where do you find your bees? 
• How do you handle bees and how do you harvest the honey? 
 

Itinerary 
Saturday 16th May 

10am Start – Coffee and introductions 

10.30am – Keeping bees the natural way: Barefoot Beekeeper Philip Chandler gives an introduction 
to beekeeping 

11.30am – The WBC System: Nicola Reed gives a guided tour of her WBC hives 

12.30 – Lunch in garden 

1.30 – Meeting the English Black Bee: a field trip to Charlton Park to meet our native honey-maker 

5pm – Bees in poetry: seminar with poems chosen by words doctor Rachel Kelly and read by Victoria 
Hull and Nicola Reed. 

7pm – Bees in the ancient world: As cocktails are served, Tom Hodgkinson gives a short talk on bees 
in Virgil and other Roman books.. 

7.30pm – 9.30pm – Dinner 

  
 

http://www.biobees.com/
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Sunday 17th May 
10am – How to Keep Bees in the City: Urban beekeeper Bill Anderson shows us the Warré system 
12.00 – The Bee in History: talk on bees in mythology with author Elizabeth Birchall 
1pm – Lunch 
1.30pm – So You Want to Keep Bees: final session with Philip Chandler 
4.30pm – Tea and conclusions 
Please note the itinerary may change and is dependent on the weather for the outside hands-on sessions and 
opening of hives. 
 
Please email victoria@idler.co.uk with any queries. 
 
 
Location: Eastcourt House is easily accessible via the M4, and is around two hours from London. All 
our talks and meals will take place at the house. There are plenty of nice places to stay locally on the 
Saturday night.  
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Branch Diary Dates   

Cirencester and District 

Secretary – Patsy Ward (01285) 643892  

Indoor: The Rural Skills Centre, Coates, at 
7.00pm.  

5th March 6pm/7.30pm Winter Training at 
the RIC 

5th March 6pm Working Group meeting at 
the RIC   

7th March    Bee Trade X Stoneleigh 

19th March 6pm/7.30pm Winter Training at 
the RIC  

Cheltenham and Gloucester 

Secretary – Deborah Harding  (01242) 
696434  

Indoor meetings: Uckington and Elmstone 
Hardwicke Village Hall,      Uckington, at 
7.15 pm for 7.30pm.   

Friday 8th May 

Back by popular demand Jess Evans 
subject to be confirmed 

Our Summer Apiary visits have yet to be 
confirmed  

Stroud 

Secretary - Laura Irvine (01453) 549852 

Indoor meetings: St Dominic’s Catholic 
Primary School, St Mary’s Hill, Inchbrook, 
Stroud, GL5 5HP at 7.30pm  

 22nd Oct - AGM followed by 
Talk by Julian Rees from IBRA 
(International Bee Research 
Association). 

 19th Nov - Bee husbandry discussion 
(big Bee Debate no.2) 

 11th Dec - Honey show 

 21st Jan—Meal at he Olive Tree, 
Nailsworth. 

 18th Feb—Talk from bees for 
Development, Joint meeting with 
Cirencester hosted by Stroud. 

 March (date tbc) -Joint meeting with 
Cirencester, hosted by Cirencester.  

 

 

 

 

 

GBKA members may attend any of  
the other branch meetings in the 

county. 

Newent 

Secretary – Julie Baker  (01452) 
424229  

Indoor meetings: 6th Form Library Room, 
Newent Community School/Leisure 
Centre, Watery Lane, Newent, on the last 
Thursday of the month, at 7.30pm unless 
otherwise stated. 

 Thurs 27th Nov - Honey Tasting. An 
opportunity to anonymously taste 
and assess members’ honey 
samples.  

 NBKA Christmas Meal: Date and 
venue to be arranged. 

 NBKA Beginners’ and Improvers 
Training Courses at Newent 
Community School: Beginners every 
Monday for six weeks, from 16 
February 2015. Improvers every 
Monday for four weeks, from 16 
February  2015. 

 BBKA Module 1 Study Group: Venue 
and dates to be arranged, depending 
on uptake. 

Please visit our website for further 
information about any of the above 
events.  

http://www.bbka.org.uk/local/newent  

 

 

 

South Gloucestershire  

Secretary – Richard Dalrymple-Smith 
(01454) 260278  

Indoor meetings are held in Alveston 
Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm. unless 
stated. 

Saturday 16 May   (2 pm)  Apiary meeting 

 Nucs and Mini Nucs.  (Refreshments GL 
Other) 

Sunday 31 May   (2 pm)  Apiary Working 
Group 

Swarming checks, artificial swarms, spring 
crop. 

Saturday 6 June   (2 pm)  Apiary meeting 

Varroa.  (Refreshments BS Rest) 

Sunday 21 June   (2 pm)  Apiary Working 
Group 

Nucs and Mini Nucs. 

Saturday 11 July   (2 pm)  Apiary meeting 

(Tea and Biscuits committee) 

Sunday 19 July   (2 pm)  Apiary Working 
Group 

Seasonal Tasks. 

Saturday 1 August   (2 pm)  Apiary 
meeting 

Harvesting the crop.  (Refreshments BeeS35) 

Sunday 16 Aug   (2 pm)  Apiary Working 
Group 

Feeding the bees. 

Saturday 5 September   (2 pm)  Apiary 
meeting 

Winter preparations.  (Refreshments GL12) 

Sunday 20 September  (2 pm)  Apiary 
Working Group 

Wax recovery and processing. 

Monday 5 October   Honey Show 

(Stone Cricket Club.7.30 pm)   Judge 
Mike Hunt 

Saturday 17 October  (2 pm)  Equipment 
cleaning 

Drum of very hot washing soda available for 
use by members 

Monday 2 November   Branch AGM and 
American Supper   (Stone Cricket Club 
7.30 pm) 

Friday 4 December  Skittles   (7.30 pm) 

At Salutation Inn Ham.  In conjunction with 
Severn Vale Smallholders. 

Partners welcome.  

 

NB: Subject to change 
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Branch Diary Dates 

GBKA members may attend any of the 
other branch meetings in the county. 

 

North Cotswold  

Secretary - Julia Edwards (01608) 659396  

Evening meetings: Adlestrop Village - 
7.30pm 

 November 19th : Beekeepers Question 
Time  

 January 21st  Warre Hives by John 
Haveson 

 February 25th  'The Bee Bistros' by 
Celia Davis 

March 24th 'Taking Swarms' by Nick 
Lambert . 

 

 

 

 

Dean Forest 

Secretary – Rosemary Snowdon - 
(01594) 860737 

Formal Lectures – 7.15 for 7.30pm 
start to 9.30pm. (Tea/coffee/biscuits – 
50p) 

Venue: Staunton Village Hall, 
Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8NX  

Apiary Sessions 6.00pm to 8.30pm 
every Thursday (April to end 

September) 

(Late comers most welcome. Facilities 
are available in wet weather.) 

Venue: Lydney Park Estate 

June 27th  Introductory Beekeeping 
Course 

Venue – Staunton Village Hall, 
Coleford (9.30 for 10.00am), followed 
by Practical demonstration in 
Monmouth. 

For further details contact Jim Vivian-
Griffiths – 01600 714428 

September 3rd  “Wonderful things 
about   Bees” – Prof. Robert Pickard 
  

October 3rd     Honey Show – Judge to 
be arranged 

November 5th   Annual General Meeting 

December 3rd   Christmas Social  

 Do bring along your partner/friend & 
some drinks for the evening. 

Other Events: 

May 17th Bee Safari 

Aug 16th Bream Show 
Aug 25th Parkend Carnival 

Aug 28th Monmouth Show 

Oct 5th Forest Showcase at Speech 
House 

 

 

 

 

NB: Subject to change 
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We have a few exciting opportunities to advertise with GBKA this year.  

Quarterly Bulletin: You can advertise in our Bulletin. Once a quarter (Feb, May, Aug and Nov), we release this Bulletin. It ’s full of branch 

news and advice that reaches all of our members as well as the general public.  

GBKA Yearbook: This is for our members only  and is updated yearly. It is the first point of reference if a member needs to contact 

fellow beekeepers and also contains information about how the branches have done the previous year.   

Website: We are now offering the opportunity for you to advertise on the GBKA website. With over 2000 hits a year, not just from 

members, but mostly from people interested in starting beekeeping and seeking more information.   

Here is an idea of what your advert will look like with our new advertising package.   
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